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With the growth of interest in the Ukrainian musical instrument, the
bandura, the need for publishing music and supplementary materials has become a
necessity. The Bandura Educational Commission has compiled such a collection
for the "Baby Poltavka" - 3/4 size children’s bandura to be played by elementary
aged school children.

The songs in this collection can be played on a Chernihiv or Lviv bandura,
or on a "Baby Poltavka". Where two bass notes are shown, the upper note is to be
played if one has a "Baby Poltavka”, and the lower note is to be played if one has
a Chernihiv or Lviv bandura. The editors’ fingering should serve as a guide for
the new student. Alternative fingerings are suggested in parentheses.

We thank Andrij Bebko for compiling this material. We also extend our
appreciation to Mykola Deychakiwsky, Oleh Mahlay, and Michael Andrec for
therr cooperation in editing.

Your financial support is needed to continue our projects. Your comments
and donations are welcome.

Dr. Thor Mahlay - Educational Coordinator



BASIC GUIDELINES FOR REGINNING BANDURA STUDENTS

The bandura is played in a sitting position, and posture, just
like for any instrument, is essential for a good instrumentalist.
The bandurist should sit-up straight at the edge of the chair.

The bandura rests between the student's legs, and the left leg
should be slightly ahead of the right leg. Make sure the player's
shoulders are level. The accompanying illustrations and helpful
hints should help the student get a good start on the bandura.

One basic principle to always remember is the importance of
relaxation and absence of tension in a bandura player. Unnatural

tension should be aveoided, and always be looked cut for.

The Right Hand:

* The wrist =should be straight, and not bent.

* The hand itself should be relaxed, and imagine holding a
small apple in your hand.

* Now place the right hand in a relaxed fasion onto the
strings.

* Your fingers should come straight'down from the hand to
the strings.

* Playing the strings is done by moving the finger towards
the body, and concentrating on using the fingertip instead
of the whole hand.

* Play in the middle of the strings.

The Left Hand:

* Wrap hand arocund the neck of the bandura.

* Left hand is not solely responsible for holding the
instrument - the legs must "balance" the bandura.

* The third finger is used to play the lower strings, and
the second finger plays the higher strings of the basses.

* Left hand should not touch the pegs of the upper strings.

* When a string is played, the finger rests on the next

higher string.
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COHEYKO, COHEYKO
SONECHKO, SONECHKO (SUN)
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KO/IMICKOBA
KOLYSKOVA (LULLABY)
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Ol XOAN/IA AIBYMHA
OY KHODYLA DIVCHYNA (ON THE BANK)

1 Moderato
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JIBA BEIME ]I
DVA VEDMEDI (THE TWO BEARS)
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SUMOHbLKO-CHII'YPOHBKO
ZYMON'KO - SNIHURON'KO
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ON JIITAE COKOJIOHBKO
OY LITAYE SOKOLON'KA (THE FALCON)
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KO/IOMUNKA
KOLOMYJKA
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MJIMHOK
MLYNOK (THE WINDMILL)
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OPJINO 4
HORLYTSYA (THE EAGLE)

1 Moderato
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KA3A/IA MEHI MATH
KAZALA MENI MATY (MOTHER'S WARNING)

1 Moderato
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B I1O/II, TTOJII mEIPIBKA
V POLI, POLI SHCHEDRIVKA
(IN THE FIELD NEW YEAR'S SONG)
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APKAH
ARKAN

1 Mocderato
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KUHY KYXUIb HA TIOJINILIO
KYNU KUZHIL' NA POLYTSYU
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KO3AYOK

KOZACHOK
Moderato
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XO0/IOHIBCBhK A TIOJIBK A
KHOLONIVS'KA POL'KA
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KYYEPYIBA KATEPHHA
KUCHERYAVA KATERYNA (KATHERINE)
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BOI' TIPEABIYHUN
BOH PREDVICHNYJ (GOD ETERNAL)
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